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North Turtle Lake May 1, 2016 Looking up the Creek toward Rock Lake 
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The Winchester Lake 

Management Plan-Update 
 

The Town Board, in the fall of 2014, 

agreed to a phased lake management 

plan for the lakes of Winchester 

Township. A grant was applied for 

phase one and it was successful. 

Phase one field work was done on  

Harris & Hiawatha lakes in 2015. That 

data will be written up this year. 

 

A grant application for phase two was 

written late last fall and it too was 

successful. Field work on Birch,  

Rainbow, and Tamarack lakes will take 

place this year (2016) with data being 

written up next year in 2017. 
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As you can see from the project 

overview, phase three in 2017 is 

scheduled to involve the Turtle Chain. 

A grant application for phase three will 

be written late this year. It’s important 

to note that no lake or lake chain can 

be forced to participate in this process. 

Thus, 2016 will be decision time for the 

Turtle Lakes Chain Association. 

possible, attend this year’s annual 

meeting!   

 

Assuming that this decision to 

participate was then made, a steering 

committee would be formed over the 

second half of 2016. This would involve 

at least 4-6 individuals with all three 

lakes represented. The primary task of 

this committee would be to keep track 

of the volunteer hours, doing a variety 

of tasks, on each lake during 2017 and 

2018. 

 

As you’ll remember from previous 

updates; a successful grant application 

basically covers 75% of each project, 

with the remaining 25% being the local 

share. That local share would have to 

be covered by some combination of the 

Town Board and the lake association 

(the TLCA in this case). It is extremely 

important to note that all or mostly 

all of this local share can be covered 

or mitigated by these volunteer 

hours!! 

 

Much information will be provided at 

the annual meeting. Questions and 

concerns will be addressed and 

answered. Please attend this year’s 

annual meeting if you possibly can. 

Steve Budnik  

 

Wisconsin Lakes Convention 2016 
 
For most of us, the lake we live on is a 

primary reason we own property on the 

Turtle Chain. We enjoy it in many ways, 

including sometimes just sitting on the 

deck and staring at it. Imagine being in 

the company of 300-400 other folks 

who feel the same way as you do about 

lakes. 

 
The annual Wisconsin Lakes 

Partnership Convention is such a place. 

This convention which takes place in 

late March-early April each year is a 

cooperative effort between three 

entities: the WI DNR; the UW-

Extension/Lakes which is 

headquartered at UW-Stevens Point; 

and a statewide lakes advocacy 

organization known as Wisconsin 

Lakes. Together, they are the Wisconsin 

Lakes Partnership. 

 

This year’s gathering took place in 

Stevens Point, WI from March 30-April 

1. The multitude of sessions, spaced 

out over three days, were included in 

one of six different “tracks” or streams. 

The tracks were as follows: citizen 

science; aquatic invasive species; 

planning & management; lake policy; 

ecology; and finally lake research. 

 

Depending on one’s interests, you could 

concentrate the sessions you attended 

on just one or two tracks or sample 

presentations from all six. Sessions 

usually lasted one hour or less and 

there was always time for questions at 

the end of each presentation. Being 

there for the duration, I sampled 

classes like, Shoreland Zoning; Fish 
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Responses to Woody Habitat; Water 

Quality in Lake Chains; Improving AIS 

Monitoring in Wisconsin; and Native 

Aquatic Plants & Rain Gardens. 

 
Presenters were experts in their fields 

and I found them to be very 

approachable during free time and 

between presentations. Additionally, 

the exhibition hall contained several 

dozen lakes related organizations. 

Representatives for these organizations 

had all types of handouts and freebies 

and were only too happy to talk to you 

about the types of lake related activities 

they were involved with. Also in the 

exhibit hall were various poster 

displays detailing various types of lakes 

related research. 

 

As always at these types of affairs, the 

networking time was truly the most 

valuable of all. You were surrounded by 

like-minded folks who had the same 

issues, concerns, plans, and success 

stories that you might have. I made 

many contacts among the presenters, 

the organizations in the exhibit hall, 

and most of all, my fellow convention 

attendees. 

 

The 2017 convention will also be held 

in Stevens Point, WI. The dates are 

April 5-7, 2017. Registrations are 

available for just one day, two days, or 

the entire three-day convention. The 

agenda and list of sessions are usually 

available at the UW-Extension/Lakes 

website around February 1st. each year. 

Their website and phone number are as 

follows: www.uwsp.edu/uwexlakes and 

715-346-2116. 

 

If you’d like to become a better steward 

of your lake, I’d very much recommend 

that you attend at least one day of this 

convention sometime in the future. I’ll 

see you there!  Steve Budnik       

 

2016 SPRING ROAD CLEAN-UP- 

Volunteers Needed:  HWY O Cleanup 

May 27, 2016.  Many hands make 

quick work! We’ll park on the gravel of 

Old O at the juncture of New O and Old 

O. Depending on numbers, we can send 

some to N. Star Lake Road and work 

both sides of the road. Meeting time: 

10:45 and we should be done by noon. 

If the weather is AWFUL, we will use 

Saturday as the rain date. Call if there 

are any questions: (920) 279-0182. 

High visibility vests and bags are 

provided. You may want to bring gloves. 

See you there! Thank you!  

Laura Giffin 

 

Bring on Spring 
Flower boxes on the bridge should be 

up around Memorial Day. We all love 

the life and color they provide to all who 

cross the divide! Your help is needed to 

keep them healthy as long as possible 

into the fall. I will be emailing those of 

you who volunteered last year to water, 

but if you haven’t helped before and 

would be willing to take a week during 

the months of June, July, August or 

September, please email me at: 

ml.giffin.1984@gmail.com or call      

920-279-0182.  Laura Giffin 

 

http://www.uwsp.edu/uwexlakes%20and%20715-346-2116
http://www.uwsp.edu/uwexlakes%20and%20715-346-2116
mailto:ml.giffin.1984@gmail.com
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GETTING YOUR WATERCRAFT 

READY FOR SPRING 

There are several important things that 

need to be done before you launch your 

watercraft. First, the battery needs to 

be charged. Do NOT hook up the 

charger and turn it on until you check 

to see that there is distilled water at the 

bottom of each cell.  There was a fire on 

a snowmobile this past winter on our 

lakes due to improper battery/charger 

hook up.  

Second, you need to put in a new spark 

plug(s).  Next, fill the tank with fresh 

gasoline. Gasoline is a lot more 

expensive now than last fall when you 

put your watercraft for storage so it 

must be better gasoline, right?  If you 

said “yes” I have swamp land to sell 

you. The next thing (if you did not do 

this in the fall) is to grease all fittings 

and change the lower unit oil.  If the oil 

comes out “milky” you had water in 

your lower unit. If there was a lot of 

water it could have frozen during the 

winter months and possibly cracked the 

lower unit housing.  This is why it is 

recommended to change the oil in the 

fall. 

The next thing to do is to hook up a 

hose to the engine and start it up. A 

may take a few cranks and it may be a 

little smoky due to fogging the engine. 

By doing this now will assure you the 

engine will start when you take your 

watercraft to the boat landing to 

launch. 

Now it is time to clean your watercraft. 

Even if it was covered or in a garage it 

did acquire dirt, dust and maybe a 

critter spent the winter in it. Don’t 

forget to wash off the engine. Many 

people wax the bottom to prevent 

grease, oil and grime to build up, which 

will slow your overall speed. Wax the 

bottom you say? Not YOU, this is why 

you have son-in-laws and 

grandchildren. 

Probably the most over looked 

maintenance on your watercraft is the 

trailer. It goes in the water a minimum 

of twice a year so you need to at least 

inspect the wheel bearings. Packing the 

bearings (remember: there are two 

bearings per side) is a little messy but it 

is worth the effort to keep the water 

(rust) out. Hook up the trailer to your 

vehicle and check the lights. You are 

now ready for launch. 

The last thing to do is to review the 

laws pertaining to operating a 

watercraft on Wisconsin waterways. Be 

mindful of that fisherman fishing and 

slow down and keep the minimum of 

200 feet from him. Don’t get too close to 

that water skier or in the path of the 

boat that is ready to pull the skier. If we 

all respect the rights of everyone using 

the waterways it will be another safe 

and great boating season on the Turtle 

Lake Chain.  Tom Bawulski, Rock Lake 

TURTLE LAKES CHAIN WATER 

LEVELS 

Water levels on the chain are important 

to all of us for a variety of reasons. They 

can affect our enjoyment of the chain, 

property values and our safety while 

boating. The water levels are controlled 

by the Town Board and it is their policy 

that water levels be maintained at or as 

close to 97’ as possible during the 

boating season. When you cross the 
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bridge on Town Site Road at the park 

you can see a gauge attached to the 

frame of the round culvert. It is divided 

into feet, tenths of a foot and 

hundredths of a foot. There are 3 

boards in the round culvert and 2 

boards in the square culvert (the dam) 

allowing a good deal of control over 

water levels.  

In 2015 the water levels were recorded 

daily and the following chart was 

generated from that data. 

 

As you can see from the chart the water 

levels varied greatly. In late July and 

August, the water levels were below 

96.8 and many of us had difficulty 

getting up and down Rock Creek to 

Rock Lake. You may have found 

yourself running aground in areas 

where you were previously able to 

navigate normally. If it were not for a 

couple of heavier rains the levels could 

have gone much lower. 

With the summer boating season 

coming up we need to be proactive and 

keep the levels at or as close to 97’ as 

possible. In an average summer we 

tend to dry out as the summer 

progresses. Water is also lost to 

evaporation and seepage. The Town can 

always pull boards to lower the level 

but cannot add water to raise the 

levels. 

You may call Town Chairman Rick 

Clem at 715-543-2094 or 715-892-

2056 with your questions or concerns. 

Phil Williams 

 

 
 
***Reminder*** 
Update your email address: 
 

Do you have an update to your email 

address?  Many of our notices are sent 

only by email.  Email is faster and is the 

only way we can send time sensitive 

communications out to our members.  

 

If you have new contact information or 

changes to your current listing, please 

forward them at any time to Board 

Treasurer Gee Esslinger: 

geeesslinger@gmail.com 

96.4

96.5

96.6

96.7

96.8

96.9

97

97.1

97.2

Series1

Linear (Series1)

mailto:geeesslinger@gmail.com
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Be sure to attend the 2016 
TLCA Meeting at 9am on 
Saturday July 2 at the 
Winchester Municipal Bldg.  
 

Your TLCA Membership 

Thank you to everyone for your 

continued membership and support of 

our beautiful Turtle-Rock lake chain.  

We are approaching 200 member 

households…and yet have 

representation of around 30 to 40 

households and about 50 (multiple 

family members attend) attending at 

the July meeting.  Have you been to the 

meeting lately?   Come by and meet 

your neighbors at the July 2,2016 

meeting- -we will hear a presentation 

on the Winchester Lakes Management 

Plan (see the article in this edition of 

the RAG) in which a very important 

vote will be taken.  It is your lake…your 

investment…your future family 

fun…and your vote counts.  I know 

many of us have guests for the July 4th 

holiday- -the meeting is just 60 to 90 

minutes and is the only one we 

conduct.  Have a family member keep 

that “Bloody” ready for you upon your 

return –something to look forward to!  

Look for the date in the Spring RAG.  

One last thing- -Do you have a 

neighbor who is not a member?- -bring 

them along so they can join!!   

“Make the Scene in 2016.”   

Mike Bantz, President TLCA 

 

Fun Day 2016 

Fun Day was established shortly after 

the creation of the Turtle Lakes Chain 

Association in 1990. It was intended as 

a way for people to meet other people on 

the lakes and help to provide a basis for 

establishing a social network. The “Day” 

is always set for the fourth Saturday in 

July (23rd this year) and consists of a 

choice between golfing and canoeing 

during the day and a picnic in the late 

afternoon in the Park.  We will be golfing 

at Gogebic Country Club and 

canoeing/kayaking on our very own 

Turtle Lake Chain.  The popular picnic, 

featuring barbecued pork, perhaps a 

libation or two and plenty of summer-

time food and fun follows, with a tons of 

awarded prizes.  To reserve a golf spot 

or foursome, contact Darryl 

Osikowicz at: darryl@pmisports.com. 

The first 9 foursomes to register are 

in the tourney. Stay tuned for details at 

the July 2nd membership meeting.  

Mike Bantz 

 

 

Musky 

Contest 2016 

The day of the 2016 contest will be the 

Saturday before Fathers’ Day – June 18, 

2016. We will make this day for the 

contest permanent (the Saturday of 

Father’s Day weekend), so that you can 

plan your participation well in advance. 

You will be able to register via phone, 

mail, email or in person to either Archie 

or I as indicated below. To be eligible to 

mailto:darryl@pmisports.com
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participate and win, you must be a 

member in good standing as well as be 

registered for the contest and have paid 

your $25 entrance fee per person no 

later than Friday, June 17, 2016 by 

mail, phone or email. We will be 

reviewing the contest rules and 

regulations and will make appropriate 

changes as necessary. So, be sure to 

mark your calendar for June 18, 2016!  

Tom Brogelman 

Tom Brogelman Archie Clark 

2350 Black Forest Rd 2346 Black Forest Rd 
Winchester, WI 54557 Winchester, WI 54557 
920-851-2066  715-696-7770 
cty22530@centurytel.net 
 
   

Fun Day Flotilla 2016! 

Last year’s Flotilla enjoyed a lovely 

morning to paddle around the Turtle 

Lakes. We had a dozen or more boats 

with almost 20 people meeting at the 

divide in canoes and kayaks. A vote was 

taken as to the direction of our journey 

and off we went to navigate the shoreline 

of South Turtle Lake. The group set out 

at 10 AM and we were done by Noon. 

Several families with young children 

joined in canoes and one brave young 

lady paddled her own kayak the whole 

two hours. Her prize, awarded for 

besting the TLCA Board President in a 

tightly contested paddle race, was TLCA 

merchandise and recognition at the 

picnic. There were many positive 

comments about the new “format” of the 

canoe outing, so we plan to do the same 

this year on July 23rd, perhaps with a 

stop for some refreshments during or at 

the end of the paddle.  Come join us this 

year!  Laura Giffin and Mike Bantz 

 

HOLIDAY HOCKEY ON NORTH 

TURTLE 

Our family's annual winter tradition is 

to meet after Christmas at NTL.  We 

look forward to playing hockey on the 

lake and this year’s warm weather 

almost jeopardized our annual event. 

We were injury free again even though 

we allow checking - just kidding! 

We are so grateful that we have this 

beautiful destination to share and 

enjoy. 

 

Photo is some of team O'Donnell. 

Thank you to all for taking such good 

care of our Chain!  Happy Spring!  

Trevor and Debby O'Donnell 

A CHANCE TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE: 

The DNR is seeking input on Surface 

Water Grant revisions.  These grants 

cover Clean Boats Clean Waters, 

aquatic invasive species management, 

County Coordinators, etc.  Below is 

a link to their survey on this topic.  

The Department of Natural Resources 

(DNR) is reassessing how we provide 
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funds to partners involved with lake, 

river and wetland management, 

including aquatic invasive species (AIS). 

To gather feedback on what you value 

in an AIS management program, the 

DNR and the University of Wisconsin 

Extension developed a survey.  The 

results from the survey will guide our 

future statewide AIS strategy. Take the 

survey here -  http://goo.gl/qU1nKH 

 

TLCA Merchandise 

ORDER NOW AND PICK UP 

AT THE July 2nd MEETING. 

 NEW MUSKY Embroidered: 

Denim Shirts $32 

Hooded Jacket-fleece lined 

$38 

Long sleeved T-Shirts $18 

Wind Shirts $26 

 Embroidered Sweatshirts (in 
adult sizes-$30 and youth 
sizes-$25)multiple colors 

 Embroidered Canvas Shopping 
Bags with front pocket and 
zippered main compartment: 
ONLY $25 (compare to 
“thirty-one” bags) 

 Embroidered Fleece Jackets-
very warm $33-$48 

 

Call or email Julie Rued:  

715-686-2547 or 

julierued@yahoo.com 

                

 

 

http://goo.gl/qU1nKH
http://goo.gl/qU1nKH
http://goo.gl/qU1nKH
http://goo.gl/qU1nKH
http://goo.gl/qU1nKH
mailto:julierued@yahoo.com
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TLCA Board of Directors 

If you have any questions or concerns 

regarding our lakes or the TLCA, please 

contact any one of the following 

Directors: 

PRESIDENT…Mike Bantz 

SECRETARY…Laura Giffin 

TREASURER…Gee Esslinger 

 

ROCK LAKE REPRESENTATIVES 

Curt Quass 

Steve Budnik 

 

NORTH TURTLE REPRESENTATIVES 

Susan Esslinger 

Monty Giffin 

 

SOUTH TURTLE REPRESENTATIVES 

Dick Smith 

Tom Rued 

 

Be sure to attend the 2016 
TLCA Meeting at 9am on 
Saturday July 2 at the 
Winchester Municipal Bldg.  
 

        

 


