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Turtle Rock Rag 
Turtle Lakes Chain Association 

Spring 2018 

  
Winter keeps an icy grip on the north end of South Turtle Lake.  Ice out for the “Opener”?  Maybe the Musky the Opener. 

 
Winchester Lake Management Plan-

Update 

The full results of our lake study are 

complete. The meeting for the study 

results of 2017's monitoring efforts on  

 

the Turtle Chain will be Friday May 18 

at 1 pm at the Winchester Library 

Community Room. Brenton 

Butterfield, from Onterra will be 

reviewing the intensive survey results 
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from last summer. This information, 

along with stakeholder input, is used as 

the basis for management plans as we 

move forward.  This is a fairly detailed 

meeting that will likely last up to 2 

hours. It is highly informative and an 

excellent chance for you to learn about 

the Turtle Chain in depth. The results 

will be fine-tuned over the summer with 

a final report provided later in 2018.  

 

Members are welcome to attend the 

meeting. We will also have a mini-

briefing at the July member meeting 

from Emily Heald of the Discovery 

Center.   Mike Bantz 

 

Shouldering Our Share: 

We have another year of AIS monitoring 
and Clean Boat Clean Water (CBCW) 
remaining on our monitored time to 
mitigate the cost associated with the 
project and TLCA’s expense 
responsibility. 
 

 CBCW Total: 74.5 of 200 

completed. We need certified  

CBCW Inspection volunteers. 

 AIS Monitoring Total Hours: 504.5 

of required 411 hours completed. 

WOW!! 

 

Want to know more about AIS? 

New Training June 30th at STL 

Our last AIS training for the Turtle Chain is 

June 30th at the South Turtle Lake Boat 

Landing at 9 am. We will spend about 
30-45 minutes on land at the Landing 
going over AIS identification and facts 
and with Emily Heald of the Discovery 
Center and then go out briefly on a 
pontoon where Emily will teach sample 
techniques. 

 
 

Clean Boats Clean Waters 

2018 Training Schedule Note 
Friday, May 11, 2018 10:00-12:00 pm 
Conover Town Hall 4665 County Rd K 
East Conover, WI 54519 
 
Friday May 25, 2018 12:30 – 4:30 p.m. 
Northland Pines High School 1800 
Pleasure Island Rd Eagle River, WI 
54521  
  
Friday June 1, 2018 2:00-4:00  
Land O’ Lakes Town Hall 4331 Cty Hwy 
B Land O’Lakes, WI 54540  
 
Friday, June 8, 2018 10:00-12:00 pm  
Discovery Center 14006 Discovery Ln 
Manitowish Waters, WI 54545  
 
Friday, June 15, 2018 6:00 – 8:00 pm  
Fence Lake Area – location TBD  Lac du 
Flambeau, WI  
 
Friday, June 29, 2018 1:00-3:00 pm  
St. Germain Community Center Room 
#6 545 Hwy 155 St. Germain, WI 54558  
  
Questions or need to RSVP? Contact 
Cathy Higley: cahigl@vilascountywi.gov 
or 715-479-3738. 
 
 
Making Maple Syrup or Why I Don’t 
Come To The Lake In March! 
Three years ago we invited the Vilas 
County Botanist, Quita Sheehan, to 
walk our property with us.  We wanted 
to know the trees, the bushes, the ferns, 
the wildflowers which belonged as 
natives and which of these needed to be 

yanked from their nasty invasive roots!   
Quita was a fountain of information and 
an inspiration about the nature to be 
found along our shore and in our woods. 
Listening to her stories about the 
natural world in Vilas County and the 
benefits and the 
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threats to those benefits left both my 

husband and me excited about the 
possibilities for this area. 

Aside from what seemed like an endless 
list of various native trees in our woods, 
one type of tree which gave my husband 
Gee a palpable surge to his heartbeats 
was Acer Saccharum, the Sugar Maple.  
It came as a total surprise to me that Gee 
had always longed to make his own 
maple syrup (and was on our son Luke’s 
bucket list). 

Thus began a remarkable journey of  
learning.  Those of you unfamiliar with  

 
 

the procedures required to make maple 
syrup will be shocked to discover this is 
an unbelievable outpouring of time and 
money. The amateur maple syrup maker 

is going to need spiles (for tapping the 
trees), tubing for attaching to the spiles 
and transporting the sugar maple sap 
into a container (lined with food grade 

plastic liners), an incredibly large cooking 
pan which will need to fit over an incredibly 
large wood burning stove which is used to 
cook the sap down to syrup (all done 

outside). Additionally, a hydrometer for 
measuring the sugar content of the 
syrup is required.  
There was much reading, numerous 
visits with patient commercial maple 
syrup makers in Wisconsin and other 
equally patient amateur maple syrup 
makers. It is a club, folks! 

And so it began.  The temperature ratio 
of daytime to nighttime was duly 
watched and the process looked to begin 
in March. The trees (all 60 of them, for 
goodness sake) were tapped.  The sap 
was gathered (exhausting what with the 
melting but not yet gone snow), the stove 
was loaded with wood and boiling down 
94 gallons of sap began.  

And what did this wrought? Not very 
much syrup! This was the result in 
2015. 

2016 brought the same process, the 
same outcome.  There is a reason maple 
syrup is so expensive. 

He belongs to the club, but the dues are 
awfully high!  Susan Esslinger                                                         

Lake Hazard Buoys 

Our lake association places buoys in 
hazardous areas each spring and try to 
do our best to make our waterways as 
safe as we can.  To help insure your 
safety please note the following points: 

 
1) The buoys off of islands and points 
mark the approximate ends of rock 
bars.  Do not navigate near these buoys 
or between them and the shore or island 
points. 
 
2) The two buoys on the north end of 
North Turtle mark the two ends of a very 
shallow rock bar.  Do not navigate in 

Adam Esslinger, Grandson  
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between them.  You can navigate around 
the buoys on either end, but note there 
is a single large rock off of shore to the 
north of the northern most buoy. 
 

3) The buoy on the South end of South 

Turtle marks the approximate middle of 

a large rock hump.  There are 4 high 

spots around this buoy that are possible 

to hit with your motor.  It would take 4-

5 buoys to mark all of these spots but 

they are within 75 feet of this 

marker.  Please do not navigate 

anywhere near this buoy until you have 

totally learned this area with your boat 

electronics. Thank you and get out and 

enjoy our beautiful chain this fall! 

Tom Rued – South Turtle Lake Rep 

 

TURTLE LAKES CHAIN WATER LEVEL 

Water levels on the chain are important 

to all of us for a variety of reasons. They 

can affect our enjoyment of the chain, 

property values and our safety while 

boating. The water levels are controlled 

by the Town Board and it is their policy 

that water levels be maintained at or as 

close to 97’ as possible during the 

boating season. You may call Town 

Chairman Rick Clem at 715-543-2094 

or 715-892-2056 with your questions or 

concerns. Mike Bantz 
 

Of Interest… LoonWatch Winning Photo 

for the Poster Contest 2018.  On November 

7th, 2017, Dave Peters of Rock Lake was 

notified that his 

photo “What’s 

for Dinner?” had 

been selected as 

the winning 

photo for the 

LoonWatch 

2018 Loon 

Appreciation 

Week poster 

contest.  The 

LoonWatch 

Advisory 

Council selects a photo each year for the 

poster.  Last year’s winner was from the state 

of Vermont.  The poster first becomes 

available starting with Loon Appreciation 

Week May 6-12 for 2018.  Each year 

LoonWatch has a booth at Loon Days in 

Mercer.  This is one place that posters will be 

available, as well as on the LoonWatch 

website at Northland College.  
 
Of Further Interest… 
A couple of weeks ago I was contacted by 
the subcontractor who trims trees for 
Excel Energy. I own on the south end of 
South Turtle. My property runs about 
1/4 mile along Hwy W (from Koepler Rd 
to the North). The contractor wanted to 
spray chemicals under the power lines 
on my property along HWY W. I 
absolutely said NO. The biggest reason 
being that 2 culverts run under W and 
dump water on my land. The water then 

meanders through the woods to a 
natural drainage area and eventually 
runs into the lake. 
 

I encourage all members to have a 
knowledge of where water travels 
through their property and whether 
there is run off or filtration. The man 
who called me was very surprised and 
kept insisting that where they wanted to 
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spray was too far from the lake to have 
an effect. I know for a fact it makes its 
way to the lake due to the natural 
topography and I watch it every spring.  
 
I really want to encourage all the 
members to say no to any type of 
pesticides or chemicals being used by 
the power companies. I also encourage 
all lake owners to refrain from using ANY 
TYPE of commercial pesticides or 
chemicals on their lawn etc. The 
chemicals do end up in the lake and 
have an adverse effect.  Stephanie L Kutz 

South Turtle and Rock Lake 
 

***Reminder*** 
Update Your Email Address 

Do you have an update to your email 

address?  Many of our notices are sent 

only by email.  Email is faster and is the 

only way we can send time sensitive 

communications out to our members.  

 

If you have new contact information or 

changes to your current listing, please 

forward them at any time to Board 

Treasurer Gee Esslinger: 

geeesslinger@gmail.com 

 
Snowshoeing: What You’re Missing 
When You’re On the Beach! 

“There is nothing in the world 
more beautiful than the forest 
clothed to its very hollows in 
snow. It is the still ecstasy of 
nature, wherein every spray, 
every blade of grass, every 

spire of reed, every intricacy of 
twig is clad with radiance.” 

-William Sharp 
 

We arrive at our cabin in winter, driving 

through the snow to make it in time to 

hang the bird feeders outside (“Where 

have you people been? Do you see any 

berries about? No! It is famine here for 

us.”)  The fireplace finds its roar and we 

settle in for a quiet time found in the 

quiet of winter on North Turtle Lake. 

Twice a month, sometimes three times a 

month during winter we come here to 

snowshoe in our woods.  The trails are 

always a little different every winter, but 

we give each trail a special name (I’ll 

meet you at “The Pines” or I’m taking 

“The Valley” trail while you traverse “The 

High Hill”).  Both of us are passionate 

about photography, so our pictures of 

the woods in winter and the trails we’ve 

created are a source of constant 

appraisal (“Just how fat can one look 

bundled for winter and attached to 

snowshoes anyway?”).  

We love to examine the foot prints left by 

the variety of animals which wander 
through our private roadways in the 

woods.  The sounds of the birds calling 

or pecking away seem more intense due 

to the quiet of the snow laden woods. 

Once I left an apple attached to a branch 

in the woods.  I wondered how long it 

would last?  There were many deer 

crisscrossing our snowshoe paths. 

Cautious deer!  That apple lasted for five 

days. 

mailto:geeesslinger@gmail.com
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Our son and grandson like to create new 

snowshoeing paths when they visit. I 

think they are engaging in that 

exploration, that conquering of 

something new found in our DNA.  I 

understand the magic of that pull to 

discover something new.  I love creating 

a new offshoot path from the tried and 

true route.   

Snowshoeing allows that connection 
with Nature that brings us all to the 
Turtle Lake Chain.  It is the same as 
those slow rides around the lake, 
observing the loons or the eagles; or 
drifting along through the reeds or 
waterlilies on a kayak.  Snowshoeing 
allows us to embrace Nature’s beauty 
even while the ice covers the lake. 
Susan Esslinger  
 
TLCA Membership 

Thank you to everyone for your 

continued membership and support of 

our beautiful Turtle-Rock Lake chain.  

We have representation at the meeting of 

around 30 to 40 households and about 

50 (multiple family members) attending 

at the July 7th meeting.  Have you been 

to the meeting lately?   Come by and meet 

your neighbors at the July meeting- -we 

will get updates on our Association and 

review the results on the Winchester 

Lakes Management Plan. Mike Bantz, 

President TLCA 
 

Fun Day 2018 
Fun Day was established shortly after 

the creation of the TLCA in 1990 and is 

intended as a way for people to meet 

their neighbors on the lakes and help to 

provide a basis for establishing a social 

network. The “Day” is always set for the 

fourth Saturday in July (28th this 

year). Participants can choose between 

golfing and kayaking during the day 

followed by a picnic in the late afternoon  

at the Park. The picnic features 

barbecued pork, perhaps a libation or 

two and plenty of summer-time food and 

fun follows, with tons of awarded prizes.  

Stay tuned for details at the July 

membership meeting.  Mike Bantz 

 

Road CLEAN-UP May 26, 2018 
Help keep our County Highway clean! 
Our association has adopted a section of 
County O from Old O to Star Lake Road. 
We meet at the intersection of Old O 
and County O at 10:30 AM on 
Saturday May 26th. Wear boots if you 
have them, and gloves. Safety vests and 
bags are provided. No promises, but 
treasures may await! Social gathering 
after. Many hands make for quick work 
and more fun!  Questions? Contact 
Laura Giffin: ml.giffin.1984@gmail.com. 
 
Call for Bridge Flower Caregivers!!! 

I hope to have 
the boxes up 
for Memorial 
Day weekend 
and already 
have a 
volunteer for 
June 17-30! If 

you are willing to water and perhaps 
fertilize (if needed) a week or more this 
summer, please email me OR see me at 
the Annual Meeting and I will put you 
on the calendar! You can bring a 
bucket on a rope or jugs of water from 

home. We all love to see those flower 
boxes flouring well into October, so 
please consider signing up! 
Laura Giffin:  ml.giffin.1984@gmail.com 

 

mailto:ml.giffin.1984@gmail.com
mailto:ml.giffin.1984@gmail.com
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2018 TLCA Golf Tournament ⛳ 

Saturday July 

28, 2018 

Lake Gogebic 

Country Club 

$40.00 each 

includes 

lunch. 

9:00 AM Shotgun Start 

ONLY 36 GOLFERS 

Complete Foursomes or Individuals 

Welcome!!  Reservations:  

Darryl@pmisports.com  or call         

715-686-2956 after May 15th. 

 

Musky Contest 2018 
 

The day/date of the 2018 contest is the 
Saturday before Fathers’ Day – June 

16, 2018. 

 
 

You will be able to register via phone, 

mail, email or in person to either of us 

as indicated below. To be eligible to 

participate and win, you must be a 

member in good standing or a guest of a 

member in good standing as well as be 

registered for the contest and have paid 

your $25 entrance fee per person no 

later than Friday, June 15, 2018. So, be 

sure to mark your calendar for June 16, 

2018! 

Tom Brogelman Archie Clark 

2350 Black Forest Rd 2346 Black Forest Rd 
Winchester, WI 54557 Winchester, WI 54557 
920-851-2066  715-696-7770 
cty22530@centurytel.net 
 
Facebook Group 
Kathy Leeder has started a Facebook 
group for residents of the chain. It is a 
closed group for anyone interested in 

sharing photos, info, etc., that has a 
residence on the chain.  Interested 
parties can email Kathy or friend her on 
Facebook and she will add them as a 
member. Once you are a member, any 
member can add other members from 
their friend list of those residing on the 
lake.   
Kathy Leeder – STL.  
kathyleeder@inlanta.com 

 

-TLCA Merchandise- 

ORDER NOW for Pick-up 

at the July Meeting. 

 

 NEW MUSKY Embroidered: 

Denim Shirts $32 

Hooded Jacket-fleece lined 

$38 

Long sleeved T-Shirts $18 

Wind Shirts $26 

 Embroidered Sweatshirts (in 
adult sizes-$30 and youth 
sizes-$25)multiple colors 

 Embroidered Canvas Shopping 
Bags with front pocket and 
zippered main compartment: 
ONLY $25 (compare to 
“thirty-one” bags) 

mailto:Darryl@pmisports.com
mailto:cty22530@centurytel.net
mailto:kathyleeder@inlanta.com
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 Embroidered Fleece Jackets-
very warm $33-$48 

 

Call or email Julie Rued:  

715-686-2547 or 

julierued@yahoo.com 

                

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:julierued@yahoo.com
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TLCA Board of Directors 
If you have any questions or concerns 
regarding our lakes or the TLCA, please 
contact any one of the following  
 

Directors: 

PRESIDENT…Mike Bantz 

SECRETARY…Laura Giffin 

TREASURER…Gee Esslinger 

ROCK LAKE REPRESENTATIVES 

 Gary Engstrom 

 Steve Budnik 

NORTH TURTLE REPRESENTATIVES 

 Susan Esslinger 

 Monty Giffin 

SOUTH TURTLE REPRESENTATIVE 

 Tom Rued 

 Emil Bertalot 

 

There are 

many fun 

places to go 

and things to 

do on a 

snowmobile 

during most 

snowy 

winter days   

including  - - 

New Year’s 

Day 2018 on 

The Chain…. except….FLOAT!  The only 

casualties were pride and wallet. 

 
Sunken Snowmobile Bridge Pics: Maya Discianno 

 

 

Turtle Chain’rs hit the lake recently in 

April…no…May…no wait!! It’s Spring 

Break 2018 in Florida with Rueds, 

Schuelkes, Williams’ and Kibbels! 


